
 

 

Minutes of the monthly meeting of Fen Ditton Parish Council held on Tuesday, 5th November, 2019 at 
7.30 p.m. in the Recreation ground Pavilion 
 
Present:  Cllrs. Dangerfield; Devine; Easterfield; Farrar (Chairman); Jones; Suess 
In attendance:  Cty Cllr. Bradnam; Dist. Cllrs. Daunton and Cone; the clerk and three members of the 
public 
 

2019/108 To receive apologies 
Apologies had been received from Cllrs. Bush and Collett 

2019/109 Open forum for members of the public 
A resident was concerned about the damage caused to grass verges by cars parking on 
them and passing traffic and suggested that wooden posts be installed especially at the 
Wrights Clsoe junction.  They also suggested that the grass cutting contractors be reminded 
of the need to collect leaves, and cut the verges. 
Residents attended with an interest in the response of the Council to the Greater 
Cambridge Greenways consultation (minute 120) 

2019/110 To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 1st October, 2019 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st October were approved 

2019/111 To receive declarations from Councillors as to the disclosable pecuniary and non-
pecuniary interests in relation to any items on the agenda 
Cllr. Suess declared a non-pecuniary interest in 121 as her husband rented, in part, the 
boathouse at the end of the High Street. 

2019/112 Clerk’s report and matters arising from the Minutes 
i. Cemetery extension – no update 
ii. Speed reducing gate on High Ditch Road – nothing received from county 

councillor officer 
iii. Memorial for Fen Ditton airfield – now being dealt with by Marshalls  
iv. Street lights – power now supplied by Haven Power 
v. High Street extension – see minute 121 
vi. Zero Carbon Communities Grant – Cllr. Devine has applied for a grant for a water 

fountain and bicycle rack on the recreation ground 
2019/113 To approve payments made during the month and accounts for payment: 

It was agreed that the following amounts be paid: 
 
 

Cheq. 
No 

Amnt 

British Telecommunications DD   35.89  
Mark Sturmey - churchyard 101642  210.00 
CGM – cemetery, recreation ground, outfield 
village and verges 

101643 825.83 

Royal British Legion 101644   60.00 
Sarah Smart – October salary 101645 544.27 
St Ives Quickprint Ltd - newsletter 101646 146.00 
Cambridge Council for Voluntary Service  101647   30.00 
Neil Pawson - fireworks 101648 634.50 

 

2019/114 To note money received 
None 

2019/115 To receive report from County Councillor 
Cty. Cllr Bradnam reported that: 
the Council are working towards net zero carbon by planting trees on agricultural land and 
re-wetting peat land 



 

 

that the joint development (planning) control committee have received a supplementary 
planning document on sustainability for the local plan 
that the JDC have received pre-application briefings on the phase of Marleigh. 
that concern had been expressed of any pedestrian access onto High Ditch Road from 
Marleigh and that there would be no vehicular access from High Ditch Road 
that the cycling project officer was investigating how to treat the bank along Ditton Lane to 
be able to complete the cycleway project. 

2019/116 To receive report from District Councillors 
Dist. Cllr Cone reported on: 
the supplementary planning document of Bourn Airfield 
the expansion of the Genome Campus 
the launching of the Combined Authority survey rearding bus services 
the need to spot modern day slavery 
speed watch schemes 
Dist. Cllr Daunton reported on: 
the joint development committee of the Phase 1 application for Marleigh 
the local plan 
the community east forum 
 that two hundred council houses are to be built 
the road sweeping schedule is on the District Council web site 

 
2019/117 

 
To consider following planning applications and tree works applications 

S/3378/19/DC Wing 
Development 
land north of 
Newmarket 
Road 

Discharge of condition 34 
(noise insulation) of planning 
permission S/1096/19/RM 
Noted 

 

  

 

2019/118 Planning application responses from SCDC 
Refusal: 
S/2705/19/FL 68 Horningsea 

Road 
First floor side 
extension 

- Noted 
2019/119 To receive financial information: 

i. Expenditure and income for quarter 2 of year 2019/2020 
The expenditure and receipts for quarter 2 were accepted and noted that 
expenditure was on target at the six monthly stage of the year 

ii. Approve bank reconciliation to 30th September, 2019 
The bank reconciliation was approved and signed by Cllr Jones noting that there 
was a £0.02 difference in the current account explained by the clerk as due to 
formulation of spreadsheet. 

2019/120 To consider proposed response  to Greater Cambridge Greenways consultation 
It was agreed that a response be sent.  See Appendix 1 below. 

2019/121 To receive report of meeting with Bidwells re ditch along Ditton Meadows and grass area 
at bottom of High Street 
It had been discussed at the meeting with Matthew Woodfield of Bidwells that the 
waterway requires a thorough cleaning; the culvert under the bridge needs to be cleaned 
and that the grass area at the bottom of High Street needs protecting.  Matthew Woodfield 
would report to his manager and respond to the Council within the month. 

2019/122 To consider proposal not to repair recently removed closed churchyard gates and scrap 
gate 



 

 

It was reported that earlier this year the Closed Churchyard gates or the 
hinges/stonework caused concern and the gates were removed by the vicar and placed 
to one side flat on the grass.  The gates are slowly rotting and will become unrepairable 
or may have already become beyond economic repair. The Council has not received any 
request to make repairs or replace.  
It was proposed and agreed that the Closed Churchyard Gates were not repaired now or 
in the future, leaving the gateway open with a clear view of the church from the road.   It 
was further proposed and agreed that the gates be disposed of once clearance had been 
received from the Diocese.  

 

2019/123 To consider arrangements  for Operations London Bridge 
It was understood that there will be a book of condolence in the church and that the flag will 
be flown at half mast to mark the  of the death of the sovereign.  The Council agreed they 
need take no action. 

2019/124 To consider co-option of a councillor 
No applications had been received. 

2019/125 To nominate a councillor for laying the wreath at Remembrance Sunday 
Cllr Jones’ offer to lay the wreath was accepted. 

2019/126 To consider and agree the purchase of a Christmas tree and the sum to spend 
It was agreed that approximately £150 be spent on a Christmas tree 

2019/127 To receive correspondence 
Cambridge and Peterborough Combined Authority – bus user/non-user bus survey opens 
4th November to 15th December 
Haven Power contract for street lights 

2019/128 To accept notices and matters for the next agenda 
LHI 2020/2021 - scheme 
 

  
Chairman …………………………………………………………..      Date …………………………………………………………………. 
  

Appendix 1  
Minute 2019/120 
 
General: 

1) We understand from discussions with Sustrans that proposals to use the existing A14 overbridge 

at Honey Hill and link to the former railway line are seen by Sustrans as a long term aspiration 

due to land access north of the A14 although this alignment neatly links to new paths planned as 

part of the Wing development. FDPC have previously supported this concept as maintaining a 

Green Corridor radiating from the city even linking to Wicken Fen and its expanded Vision Area. 

We welcome the fact that the Greenways proposals avoid High Ditch Rd. 

2) We welcome the emphasis given to future maintenance requirements. Our experience of 

Wadloes, for example, is that the scope of maintenance should include verges, lighting and 

overhanging vegetation in addition to the pavement surface. 

3) We welcome the recognition that these paths must be considered for uses including cyclists and 

pedestrians. We believe these uses include recreational cycling, commuting, jogging dog walking 

and access to schools. We are concerned about the potential for accidents arising from the lack 

of consideration between different groups of users. 

4) With reference to Wadloes, we have been approached by residents objecting to the danger 

posed by some speeding cyclists both before and after the recent widening. In contrast some 

cyclists have found pedestrians using much of the width of the new path leaving limited space 



 

 

for cyclists to pass. A campaign to improve cooperation might be needed in addition to some 

consideration in the design to avoid excessive speeds. 

5) We welcome the improvements to the Bottisham cycle path since this may possibly reduce use 

of High Ditch Road which is too narrow for use by cyclists, cars speed and the crossroads are 

tricky for cyclists. At present, some cyclists avoid using the toucan crossing when crossing from 

east to west.    

Swaffham Greenway:  No comments as this route merges with the Bottisham Greenway  

Bottisham Greenway: Comments restricted to area of the A14 crossing and to the south: 

6) Item 5 on the Bottisham Greenway: The A14 underpass needs better drainage, lighting and 

visibility on the approaches and entrance/exits. There are drainage and ponding issues which are 

exacerbated by inflows and sediment on the approaches which need to be designed out rather 

the relying on frequent maintenance.  

7) Item 4 on the Bottisham Greenway: We agree this bridge over Quy Water needs widening and 

improvement. 

8) Item 3 on the Bottisham Greenway: This cycle path crosses High Ditch Road slightly away from its 

junction with Newmarket Road. Better intervisibility should be an objective of the proposed 

design. We suggest the proposed island / refuge on High Ditch Road should be made long/wide 

enough to accommodate the longer of a tandem, bike with child trailer or cargo bike. 

Furthermore, we request advance ‘Give Way’ signage and some form of speed reduction 

measures on High Ditch Road should be added before the crossing.  

9) This cycle path crosses the entrance and exits of Darwin Farm Nursery where visibility and 

crossing space for cars and bikes is currently poor and requires improvement.  

10) Item 2 on the Bottisham Greenway: Either A or B) should be incorporated. However, if the land is 

to remain in arable use, the longer route should be adopted to avoid severance of the field.   

11) Item 1 on the Bottisham Greenway: Ditton Lane Crossing. Options A and B are preferred 

although we recognise this is less attractive to cyclists than option C). A) or B) will not result in 

substantial disruption to traffic on Ditton Lane during construction, will be much less expensive 

and will continue to provide a useful function for pedestrians and breaking up the flow of traffic 

on Ditton Lane (B1047) which helps the buses turning from Fison Road and traffic turning at Fen 

Ditton crossroads a few hundred metres to the north.  If there is wider support for Option C from 

others, we suggest that the existing lights be retained and that construction of an underpass 

should be delayed until there is clear evidence that the number of cyclists has risen to the point 

where the cost and disruption of construction are justified. 

Horningsea Greenway: Comments restricted to area of the A14 crossing and to the south: 

12) Item 5 on the Horningsea Greenway: We welcome the proposed widening of the path on the 

west side of the B1047 providing this can be accommodated without removing the hedges. 

13) Item 4 on the Horningsea Greenway: We welcome the proposed widening of the path on the 

west side of the B1047 providing this can be accommodated without removing the hedges. 

Nothing should be done to induce lorries, cars or motor bikes to turn off the road and try and 

use the byway/ Filly Lane. If anything, further planting should be added to reduce the effective 

width of this opening. There have been several instances of unsuitable traffic attempting to use 

the byway due to misreading SatNav guidance.  

14) Item 3 on the Horningsea Greenway: We oppose strongly the proposed option A which includes 

‘improvement’ to the byway which is sometimes known as Filly Lane. Nothing should be done to 



 

 

facilitate lorries, cars or motor bikes to try and use the byway. Furthermore, we strongly oppose 

any suggestion that Plough Hill and Church St are suitable as a through route for cyclists.   

15) Although option B requires use the High St, we consider a dedicated cycle lane(s) should not be 

developed on the existing road nor should the existing footpath surfaces be widened. Possible 

options for safer shared use of the existing road should include introduction of a 20 mph zone on 

the High Street, Church Street and Green End from the High St /B0147 junction and the 

introduction of narrow double yellow lines on the north side of the road from this junction (Nr 4)  

to the first terraced house (Nr 26). 

16) Item 2 on the Horningsea Greenway: We oppose strongly the proposed changes around the War 

Memorial and Church gate. This area of road is occasionally used by the Church for weddings and 

funerals and by lorries and buses having to turn back along the High St because they are lost or 

because Church St is blocked by poor parking. 

17) We suggest the junction between Wadloes and the High St does require some safety 

improvements to: 

a.  deter cyclists from speeding down the slope from Church St and across the High St into 

Wadloes; 

b. deter cyclists from blindly clipping the corner between the High St and Wadloes although 

it is possible that appropriate maintenance of the hedging would improve this; and 

c. avoid conflicts between cyclists and the ramped drive to Nr 39 High St. 

18) We request that further work is undertaken on Wadloes to reduce the speed of cyclists and to 

provide an obstacle to prevent cars using the path. Options might include some sections of 

textured surface and/or and awareness campaign stressing the need for consideration of other 

users. 

19) We request that detailed proposals for the signage of the Greenways are presented to us for 

consultation. We wish to minimise visual clutter especially in the Conservation Area of the 

Village, on protected frontages and in areas where the natural environment emphases the rural 

aspect of the route. 

20) Item 1 on the Horningsea Greenway: We agree that this is an area for improvement but further 

details are required as to what exactly is being proposed. In addition, the drainage must be 

improved on the link to the road. 

21) The single cycle lane cattle grid entry to Ditton Meadows is unsatisfactory especially since it is 

next to a corner. A second parallel cattle grid should be incorporated.   

22) We have noted in letters about the Chisholm Trail that the link between the existing Millenium 

Path and the new trail arm going towards the Leper Chapel involves a staggered junction. We 

believe cyclists and pedestrians will tend to cut the corner and if this is not resolved by the 

Chisholm Trail contract then it will need to be done by the Greenway Project.  

 

 


